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ABSTRACT

This study examined community-based approaches to tackling insecurity
in Nigeria within the country’s prevailing socio-economic, political, and
institutional contexts. It was prompted by the persistent escalation of
insecurity, including kidnapping, banditry, insurgency, and communal
conflicts, despite sustained efforts by state security agencies. The study is
grounded in the Routine Activity Theory, which posits that crime occurs
when a motivated offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a capable
guardian converge in time and space. The study adopted the historical
research design and relied on secondary sources of data, including
textbooks, journal articles, government publications, policy documents,
and credible online materials. Content analysis was employed to
systematically examine and interpret the data through thematic
categorization. Findings revealed that insecurity in Nigeria is driven by
interrelated socio-economic and governance factors such as poverty,
unemployment, weak institutional frameworks, corruption, and
inadequate security capacity. It was also established that state-centered
security strategies alone are insufficient, as they are constrained by limited
manpower, weak intelligence systems, and declining public trust. The
study further found that community-based security approaches, such as
vigilante groups, neighborhood watch systems, and community policing,
serve as important complementary mechanisms by enhancing surveillance,
improving intelligence sharing, and strengthening rapid response to
security threats. However, their effectiveness is limited by challenges such
as weak regulation, inadequate training, and human rights concerns. The
study concludes that a sustainable security framework in Nigeria requires
an integrated approach that combines effective state institutions with well-
structured and accountable community participation.
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Contribution/Originality: This study contributed to the literature by providing a qualitative
analysis of community-based approaches to tackling insecurity in Nigeria and highlighting their
effectiveness in complementing formal security institutions. It synthesizes lessons from existing
community security initiatives to identify best practices, challenges, and policy gaps. The study
further offers a practical framework for strengthening collaboration among communities,
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traditional institutions, civil society, and government agencies, thereby advancing sustainable
and participatory strategies for addressing insecurity in Nigeria.

1. INTRODUCTION

Nigeria has, in recent decades, experienced escalating security challenges that cut
across regions and social groups. Manifestations of insecurity, ranging from insurgency
in the North-East to banditry, kidnapping, communal conflicts, and urban crime, have
become persistent features of national life. These challenges threaten not only human
security but also economic development and social cohesion. The scale, diversity, and
evolving nature of these threats have exposed the limitations of conventional, state-
centric security frameworks that depend largely on formal institutions such as the
military and police. Although these institutions remain indispensable, their effectiveness
has often been constrained by capacity deficits, limited local intelligence, and declining
public trust, thereby weakening their ability to respond adequately to complex and
dynamic security threats.

Extant literature consistently links insecurity in Nigeria to deep-rooted socio-
economic and governance challenges. For example, Okolie et al. (2019) identify poverty
as a major driver of insecurity, arguing that conditions of deprivation, marginalization,
and frustration create fertile ground for criminality and violent extremism. In a similar
vein, Orhero (2019) underscores the nexus between poverty, unemployment, and
national insecurity, noting that the inability of the state to provide adequate economic
opportunities significantly contributes to rising levels of violence and instability. These
perspectives suggest that insecurity in Nigeria extends beyond a mere law enforcement
problem and is fundamentally a socio-structural issue requiring comprehensive and
multidimensional responses.

Beyond socio-economic factors, governance-related challenges, particularly
corruption and the high cost of governance, have further undermined Nigeria’s security
architecture. Orhero (2007) contends that corruption diverts critical resources away from
public welfare and security, thereby weakening institutional capacity and eroding public
confidence in the state. This erosion of trust has serious implications for security
management, as it discourages citizen cooperation with law enforcement agencies and
restricts the flow of essential information needed to prevent and combat crime.
Additionally, Orhero (2006) situates Nigeria’s security challenges within a broader
African context, emphasizing that contemporary security threats are increasingly
complex and require holistic approaches that transcend traditional state-centric
mechanisms.

The rise of extremist groups, particularly Boko Haram, has further intensified
Nigeria’s security crisis. According to Orhero (2015), terrorism has led to significant loss
of lives, large-scale displacement of populations, and widespread economic disruption.
These consequences, in turn, deepen poverty and reinforce a vicious cycle of insecurity.
The persistence of such threats highlights the urgent need for innovative, inclusive, and
sustainable approaches to security that address both immediate threats and their
underlying causes.
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Against this backdrop, community-based approaches to security have gained
prominence as viable complements to state-led efforts. These approaches emphasize the
active participation of local communities in identifying, preventing, and responding to
security threats. Given their proximity to and familiarity with local environments,
community members are often better positioned to detect early warning signals and
provide timely, context-specific intelligence. Furthermore, community-based initiatives
tend to promote trust, cooperation, and collective responsibility, all of which are critical
for achieving sustainable peace and security.

In Nigeria, various community-based security arrangements have emerged,
including vigilante groups, neighborhood watch systems, and regional security outfits.
While these initiatives have demonstrated potential in addressing localized security
concerns, they also raise critical issues relating to regulation, accountability, and human
rights. Consequently, there is a need for systematic evaluation to identify their strengths,
limitations, and best practices. This study, therefore, examines community-based
approaches to tackling insecurity in Nigeria, with a view to drawing practical lessons
and proposing strategies for enhancing their effectiveness. By situating the analysis
within the broader socio-economic and governance context, the study contributes to
ongoing scholarly and policy debates on sustainable security solutions in Nigeria.

Review of Related Literature
Conceptualizing Insecurity in Nigeria

Insecurity is generally understood as the absence of safety and the presence of
threats to life, property, and human well-being. In Nigeria, insecurity manifests in
diverse forms such as terrorism, insurgency, kidnapping, armed robbery, communal
conflicts, and political violence. However, recent scholarship has expanded the scope of
security beyond traditional military concerns to include human security dimensions.
Okolie (2020) distinguishes between traditional and modern conceptions of security,
noting that while traditional security focuses on state sovereignty and territorial integrity,
modern security emphasizes human welfare, economic stability, and social justice. This
broader perspective aligns with Orhero’s (2006) argument that security in Africa must
be understood in terms of human development, political inclusion, and economic
empowerment. Thus, insecurity in Nigeria is not only about physical threats but also
about systemic conditions that undermine human dignity and well-being.

Furthermore, the complexity of Nigeria’s security challenges has increased with
the emergence of terrorism and asymmetric warfare. Okolie et al. (2017) describe
terrorism as a major threat to democratic consolidation in Nigeria, arguing that
persistent violence weakens state institutions and erodes public confidence in
governance. Similarly, Orhero (2015) notes that the rise of extremist groups has
intensified fear, displacement, and economic disruption, thereby redefining national
security priorities. These perspectives underscore the need to conceptualize insecurity
within a broader socio-political and economic framework.

Socio-Economic Drivers of Insecurity

A central theme in the literature is the strong linkage between socio-economic
deprivation and insecurity. Poverty, unemployment, and inequality are widely
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recognized as critical drivers of violence and criminality in Nigeria. Okolie et al. (2019)
provide empirical evidence that poverty significantly contributes to insecurity by creating
conditions of frustration, marginalization, and vulnerability. Such conditions increase
the likelihood of individuals engaging in criminal activities or being recruited into violent
groups.

In a related study, Orhero (2019) highlights the relationship between
unemployment and national insecurity, arguing that the lack of economic opportunities
fuels social unrest and increases the propensity for violence. This position is reinforced
by Okolie and Igbini (2020), who identify leadership failure and youth unemployment
as major factors exacerbating insecurity in Nigeria. According to them, the inability of
political leaders to implement effective economic policies has resulted in widespread
joblessness, particularly among the youth, thereby increasing their susceptibility to
criminal and violent activities.

Theoretical explanations such as frustration-aggression theory and relative
deprivation theory provide further insight into this relationship. These theories suggest
that individuals who experience a gap between expectations and reality are more likely
to resort to violence as a means of expressing grievances. Consequently, addressing
socio-economic inequalities through inclusive development and job creation is widely
seen as essential for reducing insecurity.

Governance, Corruption, and Institutional Weaknesses

Another important strand of literature focuses on governance deficits and their
implications for national security. Weak institutions, corruption, and poor policy
implementation are consistently identified as major obstacles to effective security
management in Nigeria. Orhero (2007) argues that corruption significantly increases the
cost of governance and diverts resources away from critical sectors such as security and
social services. This weakens institutional capacity and undermines the effectiveness of
security agencies.

In addition, Okolie (2019) examines the relationship between federalism and
political stability, noting that structural imbalances and poor governance practices
contribute to instability and insecurity. The study suggests that ineffective federal
arrangements can exacerbate tensions among different regions and groups, thereby
fueling conflict.

The lack of transparency and accountability in governance further compounds
the problem. When citizens perceive government institutions as corrupt or ineffective,
their willingness to cooperate with security agencies declines. This erosion of trust limits
intelligence gathering and reduces the overall effectiveness of crime prevention
strategies. As a result, strengthening governance structures, promoting accountability,
and enhancing institutional capacity are critical for improving security outcomes in
Nigeria.
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Community-Based Approaches to Security

In response to the limitations of state-centric security systems, scholars have
increasingly advocated for community-based approaches to security management as
more inclusive and context-sensitive strategies. These approaches emphasize grassroots
participation and the active involvement of local communities in maintaining peace and
security. They are premised on the understanding that security is not solely the
responsibility of the state but a shared obligation between formal institutions and
citizens. Community-based security initiatives draw on indigenous knowledge systems,
social networks, and informal institutions, which often provide timely information and
culturally relevant mechanisms for conflict prevention and resolution (Okolie, 2020;
Orhero, 2006).

The shift toward community-based security reflects the broader transition from
traditional to modern conceptions of security. As noted by Okolie (2020), modern
security paradigms prioritize human security and community well-being, thereby
necessitating participatory approaches. In many parts of Nigeria, where formal security
institutions face capacity constraints and limited reach, local communities have
developed adaptive strategies to protect themselves against threats such as crime,
insurgency, and communal violence. These locally driven initiatives are often more
responsive and flexible, enabling early detection of security risks and quicker
intervention.

One of the most prominent models of community-based security is community
policing. This approach fosters collaboration between law enforcement agencies and
community members, with the aim of building trust, improving communication, and
enhancing intelligence gathering. By encouraging citizens to actively participate in
security processes, community policing helps bridge the gap between the police and the
public, which is often characterized by mistrust. Okolie et al. (2019) emphasize that trust
and cooperation are critical for effective security management, as they facilitate the flow
of information necessary for crime prevention.

In addition to community policing, informal security arrangements such as
vigilante groups, neighborhood watch systems, and local security outfits have become
widespread in Nigeria. These groups play significant roles in crime prevention and
control, particularly in rural and underserved areas where the presence of formal security
agencies is minimal. According to Orhero (2019), such community-driven initiatives are
often instrumental in addressing localized security challenges, as they possess intimate
knowledge of the terrain and social dynamics. Furthermore, Okolie and Igbini (2020)
suggest that the rise of these groups can be partly attributed to state failure in addressing
unemployment and providing adequate security, prompting communities to develop
self-help mechanisms.

Despite their contributions, community-based security approaches are not
without challenges. The literature identifies several critical concerns, including lack of
formal training, inadequate funding, weak regulatory frameworks, and the absence of
clear operational guidelines. These limitations can undermine the effectiveness and
legitimacy of community-based security initiatives. Orhero (2007) notes that poor
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governance and weak institutional oversight often create environments in which such
groups operate without accountability, increasing the risk of abuse.

Human rights violations represent another significant concern. Without proper
training and legal oversight, some community-based security groups have been reported
to engage in extrajudicial actions, including unlawful detention and punishment of
suspected offenders. Okolie et al. (2017) warn that such practices can undermine
democratic principles and the rule of law, particularly when these groups operate outside
formal legal frameworks. Additionally, the potential for politicization poses a serious
threat, as local elites or political actors may exploit these groups for personal or partisan
interests, thereby compromising their neutrality and effectiveness.

Furthermore, issues of coordination between formal security agencies and
community-based groups remain a major challenge. The absence of institutionalized
collaboration frameworks often leads to duplication of efforts, conflicts of authority, and
inefficiencies in security operations. This lack of synergy can weaken overall security
outcomes and limit the potential benefits of community-based approaches.
Notwithstanding these challenges, there is broad consensus in the literature that
community-based approaches to security remain indispensaba le, particularly in contexts
characterized by weak state capacity and complex, localized security threats. When
properly structured, regulated, and integrated into formal security systems, these
approaches can significantly enhance security governance. They offer opportunities for
inclusive participation, improved intelligence gathering, and culturally appropriate
conflict resolution mechanisms.

Consequently, scholars advocate for the formal recognition, training, and
regulation of community-based security groups, as well as the establishment of clear
frameworks for collaboration with state security agencies. Strengthening accountability
mechanisms and ensuring adherence to human rights standards are also essential for
maximizing the effectiveness of these approaches. Ultimately, community-based
security represents a pragmatic and necessary complement to state-led efforts in
addressing Nigeria’s multifaceted security challenges.

Lessons

The reviewed literature demonstrates that insecurity in Nigeria is a multifaceted
and deeply rooted phenomenon that cannot be effectively addressed through isolated or
purely reactive measures. Rather, it requires a comprehensive, integrated, and sustained
policy response that tackles both its immediate manifestations and underlying structural
drivers. Central to this understanding is the recognition that socio-economic inequalities,
particularly poverty, unemployment, and social exclusion, constitute critical
foundations of insecurity. Empirical evidence shows that widespread deprivation creates
conditions of frustration and vulnerability, thereby increasing the likelthood of
involvement in criminal and violent activities (Okolie et al., 2019; Orhero, 2019).
Consequently, policies aimed at poverty reduction, job creation, and equitable resource
distribution are essential components of any long-term security strategy.

Closely linked to socio-economic conditions are issues of governance and
institutional effectiveness. The literature consistently highlights that weak institutions,
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corruption, and poor policy implementation significantly undermine security efforts in
Nigeria. Orhero (2007) argues that corruption not only diverts resources meant for
development and security but also erodes public trust in government institutions.
Similarly, Okolie (2019) emphasizes that structural and governance deficiencies within
the federal system can contribute to instability and conflict. These insights suggest that
strengthening governance frameworks, through transparency, accountability, and
institutional reforms, is critical for improving security outcomes. Effective institutions
are better positioned to enforce laws, manage conflicts, and deliver public services that
enhance citizens’ well-being.

Another key lesson from the literature is the importance of adopting a human-
centered approach to security. Okolie (2020) underscores the shift from traditional state-
centric security to modern security paradigms that prioritize human welfare, social
justice, and economic stability. This perspective implies that security policies must go
beyond military responses to include social and economic interventions that address the
root causes of insecurity. For instance, investments in education, healthcare, and youth
empowerment can reduce vulnerability to crime and extremism, thereby contributing to
long-term stability.

Within this broader framework, community-based security approaches emerge
as critical complements to formal security mechanisms. The literature indicates that
community participation enhances the effectiveness of security strategies by improving
trust, facilitating information sharing, and enabling early detection of threats. As noted
by Okolie et al. (2019), cooperation between citizens and security agencies is essential
for effective crime prevention. Community-based initiatives, such as vigilante groups,
neighborhood watch systems, and community policing, leverage local knowledge and
social cohesion to address security challenges at the grassroots level.

However, the effectiveness of these approaches depends largely on proper
regulation, coordination, and integration into formal security structures. Without
adequate oversight, community-based groups may face challenges such as a lack of
professionalism, human rights violations, and susceptibility to political manipulation
(Okolie et al., 2017; Orhero, 2007). Therefore, policy frameworks should focus on
formalizing these groups, providing training, establishing clear operational guidelines,
and ensuring accountability. Strengthening collaboration between community actors
and formal security agencies is also essential for minimizing conflicts of authority and
enhancing overall efficiency.

Furthermore, the literature highlights the need for inclusive and participatory
governance in addressing insecurity. Engaging local communities, civil society
organizations, and traditional institutions in security decision-making processes can
foster a sense of ownership and shared responsibility. This participatory approach not
only enhances legitimacy but also improves the sustainability of security interventions.
Okolie and Igbini (2020) further argue that addressing youth unemployment through
inclusive policies is particularly important, given the vulnerability of young people to
recruitment into criminal and violent networks.

In addition, policy responses must be context-specific and adaptable to Nigeria’s
diverse socio-cultural and regional dynamics. Security challenges vary across different

53



Community-Based Approaches...

parts of the country, and as such, a one-size-fits-all approach is unlikely to be effective.
Tailored interventions that reflect local realities, supported by reliable data and
continuous evaluation, are necessary for achieving meaningful results. Ultimately,
sustainable security in Nigeria depends on a holistic strategy that integrates socio-
economic development, good governance, and community engagement. Addressing
immediate threats through law enforcement must be complemented by long-term
investments in human development and institutional capacity. By promoting inclusive
growth, ensuring accountability in governance, and fostering active community
participation, Nigeria can build a more resilient and effective security architecture
capable of addressing both present and future challenges.

Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on the Routine Activity Theory developed by Cohen and
Felson (1979). The theory posits that crime occurs when three essential elements
converge in time and space: a motivated offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a
capable guardian. It emphasizes that criminal behavior is not merely a function of
individual disposition but is significantly shaped by situational and environmental
conditions that create opportunities for crime.

The central tenets of the Routine Activity Theory focus on the conditions that
facilitate the occurrence of crime within a social environment. At the core of the theory
is the concept of the motivated offender, which assumes that individuals with criminal
intent are consistently present in society. Such motivation is often reinforced by socio-
economic and psychological conditions, including poverty, unemployment, and
inequality, which increase the propensity for criminal behavior (Cohen & Felson, 1979;
Okolie et al., 2019; Orhero, 2019).

Another key element is the suitable target. Crime is more likely to occur when an
accessible and attractive target exists, whether in the form of a person, property, or
valuable resource. Targets that are visible, vulnerable, and inadequately protected are
particularly susceptible to victimization. Thus, the exposure and defenselessness of
potential targets play a significant role in shaping patterns of insecurity (Cohen & Felson,
1979).

Equally important is the absence of a capable guardian. A capable guardian refers
to any individual, group, or mechanism that can deter crime through surveillance,
supervision, or intervention. This includes formal agents such as the police and military,
as well as informal actors like community members, vigilante groups, and neighborhood
associations. When such guardians are absent or ineffective, opportunities for crime
increase significantly (Cohen & Felson, 1979; Orhero, 2007).

The theory further highlights the convergence of these elements in time and
space. Crime occurs when a motivated offender encounters a suitable target in the
absence of effective guardianship within a particular setting. This underscores the
importance of routine activities and daily life patterns in determining when and where
crimes are likely to occur. Changes in lifestyle, urbanization, and mobility can therefore
influence crime rates by altering the interaction among these elements (Cohen & Felson,
1979).
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Finally, the theory emphasizes the opportunity structure of crime, arguing that
criminal behavior is largely shaped by the availability of opportunities. Social and
environmental changes can either increase or reduce such opportunities by influencing
the presence of suitable targets and the strength of guardianship. In this regard, crime is
viewed not only as a product of individual motivation but also as a function of situational
and structural dynamics. This perspective is particularly relevant in explaining
contemporary security challenges in Nigeria, where weak institutional frameworks and
socio-economic conditions often create enabling environments for criminal activities
(Okolie, 2020; Orhero, 2019).

The Routine Activity Theory provides a useful analytical lens for understanding
insecurity and the role of community-based approaches in Nigeria. The prevalence of
crimes such as kidnapping, armed robbery, banditry, and insurgency can be explained
by the interaction of the elements identified in the theory. The presence of motivated
offenders in Nigeria is closely linked to socio-economic challenges, particularly poverty,
unemployment, and inequality. These conditions create a large pool of individuals who
may resort to criminal activities as a means of survival or as an expression of frustration
(Okolie et al., 2019; Orhero, 2019). In addition, the availability of suitable targets, such
as poorly secured communities, vulnerable individuals, and inadequate infrastructure,
further increases the likelihood of criminal victimization. Many rural and semi-urban
areas in Nigeria lack sufficient security infrastructure, making them attractive targets for
criminal groups.

Most critically, the absence or inadequacy of capable guardianship has
significantly contributed to rising insecurity. Weak policing systems, insufficient
personnel, poor logistics, and limited state presence in certain areas have created security
gaps that criminals exploit. Within this context, community-based security initiatives
become particularly relevant. Approaches such as vigilante groups, neighborhood watch
systems, and community policing serve as “capable guardians” by enhancing local
surveillance, monitoring suspicious activities, and deterring potential offenders. Their
presence increases the risks associated with criminal behavior and reduces opportunities
for crime.

Moreover, community participation strengthens informal social control and
promotes collective responsibility for security. By leveraging local knowledge and
ensuring continuous vigilance, community-based approaches disrupt the convergence of
the three elements necessary for crime to occur. In effect, they reduce target vulnerability,
enhance guardianship, and limit opportunities for motivated offenders. Therefore, the
Routine Activity Theory provides a strong theoretical foundation for this study, as it not
only explains the dynamics of insecurity in Nigeria but also justifies the adoption of
community-based security strategies as practical and sustainable solutions.

2. METHOD

This study adopted the historical research design to examine community-based
approaches to tackling insecurity in Nigeria. The historical method involves the
systematic collection, evaluation, and interpretation of past events to explain present
conditions and provide insight into future developments. It is appropriate for this study
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because insecurity in Nigeria has evolved due to changing political, socio-economic, and
institutional factors. The design enables an in-depth examination of the evolution of
security challenges in Nigeria, from post-independence issues to contemporary problems
such as insurgency, banditry, kidnapping, and communal conflicts. It also helps to trace
how communities have responded over time through both informal and formal local
security arrangements.

The study relies mainly on secondary sources of data, including textbooks,
journal articles, government publications, policy documents, security reports, and
credible online materials. These sources provide documented evidence necessary for
analyzing the historical development of insecurity and community-based security
strategies in Nigeria. Thus, the historical design allows the study to place current security
challenges within their historical context, thereby improving understanding of their root
causes and development over time.

Data collected for this study were analyzed using content analysis. Content
analysis is a qualitative technique used to systematically examine textual and
documentary materials to identify patterns, themes, and meanings within the data. It is
suitable for historical studies because it allows for structured analysis of large volumes
of written information.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This study examined community-based approaches to tackling insecurity in
Nigeria within the context of the country’s socio-economic, political, and institutional
realities. The findings indicate that insecurity in Nigeria is a complex and
multidimensional phenomenon, largely driven by factors such as poverty,
unemployment, weak governance structures, corruption, and inadequate state security
capacity. Collectively, these conditions have created an enabling environment for
various forms of criminality, including kidnapping, banditry, insurgency, and communal
conflicts across different parts of the country.

The study further revealed that conventional, state-centered security strategies
alone have been insufficient in addressing the increasing scale and complexity of
insecurity in Nigeria. Security agencies are often constrained by limited manpower,
inadequate logistics, weak intelligence systems, and declining public trust, all of which
significantly reduce their effectiveness in crime prevention and control.

In contrast, community-based security approaches were found to play a vital
complementary role in addressing insecurity. Strategies such as vigilante groups,
neighborhood watch systems, and community policing enhance local surveillance,
strengthen intelligence gathering, and support quicker responses to security threats.
Their effectiveness is largely attributed to their reliance on local knowledge, proximity
to communities, and active grassroots participation.

However, the study also identified several challenges limiting the effectiveness of

these community-based arrangements. These include inadequate regulation, insufficient
training, human rights concerns, and weak coordination with formal security
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institutions. In some cases, these shortcomings create governance risks and reduce
overall operational efficiency.

Overall, the study established that a purely state-driven security approach is
inadequate for addressing Nigeria’s contemporary security challenges. A more effective
and sustainable solution lies in an integrated framework that combines formal security
institutions with well-structured, properly regulated, and community-driven security
initiatives.

4. CONCLUSION

This study examined community-based approaches to tackling insecurity in
Nigeria within the broader socio-economic, political, and institutional context of the
country. It established that insecurity in Nigeria is a complex and dynamic phenomenon
driven by interrelated factors such as poverty, unemployment, weak governance
structures, corruption, and limited state capacity. These conditions have created fertile
environments for various forms of criminality, including kidnapping, banditry,
insurgency, and communal violence. The study further found that reliance solely on
conventional, state-centric security mechanisms has proven inadequate in addressing the
scale and complexity of contemporary security challenges. As a result, community-based
security approaches have emerged as essential complementary strategies. These include
vigilante groups, neighborhood watch systems, and community policing initiatives,
which draw on local knowledge, social networks, and grassroots participation to
enhance surveillance and improve crime prevention.

However, despite their usefulness, these approaches are constrained by
challenges such as weak regulation, inadequate training, human rights concerns, and
poor coordination with formal security institutions. The study, therefore, concludes that
achieving sustainable security in Nigeria requires a holistic and integrated approach that
combines strong and effective state institutions with well-structured, professionally
guided, and accountable community participation. Based on the findings of this study
and the need to enhance sustainable security in Nigeria through effective collaboration
between the state and local communities, the following recommendations are proposed:

1.  The government should formally recognize, regulate, and integrate community-
based security groups into the national security architecture. This will ensure
standardized training, clear operational guidelines, and effective accountability
mechanisms that will minimize abuse and enhance operational efficiency.

ii.  There is a need for sustained efforts to address the root causes of insecurity
through poverty reduction, job creation, and youth empowerment initiatives.
Inclusive economic policies should be prioritized to reduce unemployment and
limit the vulnerability of individuals to criminal recruitment.

1ii.  Stronger trust and cooperation should be established between formal security
agencies and local communities. This can be achieved through effective
community policing frameworks, regular stakeholder engagement, and improved
intelligence-sharing systems aimed at enhancing early detection and rapid
response to security threats.
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