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ABSTRACT 

Teaching English speaking to the early childhoods requires optimal 

efforts and special tricks. The teacher requires appropriate teaching 

technique and media to make them enjoy during learning English 

speaking. This research attempts to report what appropriate technique and 

media applied by the teacher during teaching English speaking to the early 

childhoods in one of English courses in Ciamis - West Java. In this 

research, the researchers set forth two research questions, they are what 

teaching technique is appropriately applied to teach English speaking to 

the early childhoods? And what media are suitable to teach English 

speaking to the early childhoods? To answer the aforementioned research 

questions, the researchers employ a qualitative descriptive study at which 

they observe the process of teaching and learning English towards a group 

of the early childhoods during February - June 2019. The results of the 

research reveal that drilling is selected as the appropriate technique under 

the Audio-Lingual Method applied by the teacher during teaching English 

speaking to the early childhoods. Meanwhile, song is selected as the 

appropriate media applied by teacher during teaching English speaking to 

the early childhoods. In conclusion, through employing drilling technique 

and song, the process of teaching English speaking to early childhoods 

becomes more fun, so that their English speaking skill is improved. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The term „early childhood‟ is similar to the term „young learners‟ or „very young 

learners‟ (Uysal & Yavuz, 2015). Whitehead (2007) underlines that early childhood or 

young learner refers to children whose ages between 0 – 8 years. In another point of 

view, early childhood refers to the children whose age around 4 – 6 years and they 

begin to learn in kindergarten (Sigirtmac & Ozbek, 2009). With regard to Whitehead‟s 

(2007) statement, the range of ages between 0 – 8 years prevails in USA and Europe. 

Unlike in USA and Europe, in Indonesia early childhood refers to children whose ages 

from 0 to 6 years (The Act Number 20 of 2003 concerning the National Education 

System, Article 1, item 14). Later on, in Indonesia the early childhood normally begins 

to learn at school in the age 3 – 6 years. Based on the regulation, the early childhood 

with the age 3 – 4 years are included of students in group A, and the early childhood 

with the age 5 – 6 years are included of students in group B. 

Regarding to the ages of early childhood, it is called as the golden age. The 

golden age itself is commonly called by the Neurological experts as critical period 
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(Mandel, 1993). The golden age or critical period is the range of ages assumed as very 

urgent age for early childhoods to learn everything connected to their ability. One of 

the most influential abilities for their life is language. Thus, the experts of Neurology 

claim that critical period is the best ages for early childhood to master not only one 

language. In this context, early childhood learns not only first language (L1), but also 

second language (L2) and foreign language (FL). In addition, critical period really 

supports the early childhoods‟ brain to complete the mastery of their language. It is no 

longer possible because it will end around the onset of their puberty. That is why 

learning foreign language such English should be started earlier of their ages 

(Lenneberg, 1967 in Mandel, 1993; Millington, 2011; Vidhiasi, 2022). 

In Indonesia, the early childhoods commonly learn vernacular such Sundanese, 

Javanese, Madurese language, Balinese language, Bugis language, Minangkabau 

language, Papuan language, and so forth as their L1. Then, they learn Bahasa 

Indonesia as their L2, and they learn English as their FL. With regard to English as 

FL, it refers to the language that is not commonly used in their social interaction every 

day, thus English is usually difficult to be spoken by the early childhoods in their daily 

conversation (Sigirtmac & Ozbek, 2009; Shobikah, 2018; Purba, 2022). To solve this 

problem, most of the early childhoods learn English privately at home or learn English 

at a language course. Nevertheless, formally English begins to be introduced by the 

Indonesian Government at formal school earlier such in kindergarten or preschool 

education (Nufus, 2018; Vidhiasi, 2022). 

Referring to learning English speaking for the early childhoods, Uysal & Yavuz 

(2015: 19) claim that children who learn at 4 – 6 years, normally learn at preschool 

level before learning at primary school. They normally have a huge curiosity and 

enthusiasm in learning a foreign language such English. Besides that, they are 

talkative, energetic, and responsive during learning a foreign language through 

imitating various expressions while doing physical activities. Thus, teacher at school 

needs to select the appropriate technique and media to teach English speaking to the 

early childhoods. Through the appropriate technique and media, the early childhoods 

can learn English speaking more fun and easier. 

Various previous studies underpin the present research such as Stakanova & 

Tolstikhina (2014); Aini, et al., (2020); Wulandari, et al., (2020); Vidhiasi (2022); 

Halimah, et al., (2022). In relation to the whole previous studies, the present research 

has similarity to the study conducted by Aini, et al., (2020) whose focus on drilling 

technique to teach English speaking to young learners. Nevertheless, the other previous 

studies also used as the references for the present research. In addition, the present 

research also sets forth the research questions, those are: (1) What teaching technique 

is appropriately applied to teach English speaking to the early childhoods? (2) What 

media are suitable to teach English speaking to the early childhoods? To gain the 

answers, the researchers delineate them in the findings and discussion session of this 

paper. 
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METHOD 

 This present research uses qualitative methodology under descriptive study. 

Descriptive study refers to the study focuses on describing a phenomenon and its 

characteristics occurred in a certain activity (Nassaji, 2015; Prescott, 2017). In 

addition, qualitative descriptive is understood as the design describes in giving state of 

affairs as fully and carefully as possible (see Dalman et al., 2020a, 2020b; Kusuma & 

Apriyanto, 2018; Subyantoro & Apriyanto, 2020; Fraenkel, Wallen, Hyun, 2012; 

Creswell, 2012). 

Regarding to the data, the researchers act as the teachers and observers towards 

the process of teaching English speaking to a group of the early childhoods in a certain 

English club during February to June 2019. The researchers observe and write every 

technique and media used during the process of teaching English speaking at which it 

can help the teachers to improve the early childhood‟s English-speaking ability. The 

whole process of teaching English speaking is written in the fieldnote. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 Based on the data gathered during February - June 2019, the researchers gained 

the appropriate teaching techniques and media used by the teachers during teaching 

English speaking to the early childhoods. The latest studies whose also similar focus 

conducted by Polrodi & Gilakjani (2021) and Vidhiasi (2022). The overall teaching 

techniques and media used by the teachers is written in the fieldnote. The fieldnote 

itself contains observation date, time, and observation results. In the observations 

results, the researchers write the teaching techniques and media used by the teachers 

and its influence towards the early childhood‟s English-speaking ability. The 

observation results are presented in the form of chart as follow. 

 
 

Figure 1. The Observation Results on the Teaching Technique(s) Used  
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Figure 2. The Observation Results on Effectiveness of Media Used 

 

Based on the data showed in the aforementioned charts, from the whole teaching 

techniques and media, drilling under Audio-Lingual Method is proven as the most 

influential technique influenced the significant enhancement towards the early 

childhoods‟ English-speaking skill. In addition, song and video are proven as the most 

influential media influenced the significant enhancement towards the early childhoods‟ 

English-speaking skill. This evidence is harmony with the results of the study 

conducted by Maro (2018); Purba (2022); Vidhiasi (2022).    

In addition, the researchers need to answer the research questions set forth in the 

preceding point. The first research question is: What teaching technique is 

appropriately applied to teach English speaking to the early childhoods? Based on the 

data written in the fieldnote such as showed in the first chart, drilling is proven as the 

most appropriate technique influenced quite significantly towards the early childhoods‟ 

English-speaking skill. After answering the first research question, then the researchers 

answer the second research question: What media are suitable to teach English 

speaking to the early childhoods? Based on the data written in the fieldnote such as 

showed in the second chart, song and video are proven as the most suitable media 

influenced towards the early childhoods‟ English-speaking skill. 

Based on the results of the present research, those are in harmony with the results 

of the previous study undertaken by Aini, et al., (2020). Aini, et al., (2020) study 

focuses on drilling as the appropriate technique used by teacher during teaching 

speaking to young learners. Unlike Aini‟s, et al., (2020) study, Stakanova & 

Tolstikhina‟s (2014) study focus on the general approach to teach English to very 

young learners. Meanwhile, Wulandari‟s, et al., (2020) study focuses on teaching 

strategy used to teach English to young learners. In addition, Halimah‟s, et al., (2022) 

and Vidhiasi‟s (2022) studies also focus on the use of drilling technique to teach 

English, but for different level of students, such elementary and college students. Thus, 
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the results of the present research assert that drilling technique, song and movie used 

are proven as the appropriate teaching technique and media to enhance the early 

childhoods‟ English-speaking skill. The results of the present research are also in line 

with various studies conducted by other researchers such as Maro (2018); Kasanah, et 

al., (2022); Kusumarajni (2022).  

In addition, the use of Audio-Lingual method can be combined with songs, 

video, finger-plays, and story-telling. These combinations can stimulate the early 

childhoods to enjoy learning and imitating the foreign language such they learn from 

their teacher (Linse, 2005: 30). Furthermore, Audio-Lingual method has various 

techniques that can be used during teaching English speaking. The techniques cover 

drilling (repetition drill, chain drill, single-slot substitution drill, transformation drill, 

expansion drill, and question & answer drill), dialog memorization, completing the 

dialog, using minimal pairs, and grammar game. Those techniques can be combined 

with song and video (Celce-Murcia, 2001; Harmer, 2007; Brown, 2007). Through the 

combination, the techniques and media used by the teachers can ease them during 

teaching English speaking to the early childhoods. The teachers can emphasize the 

development of early childhoods‟ language habits, stimulates and supports their 

memorial association memory, inviting them to imitate verbally what the teacher said, 

and learning language through responding physically. 

CONCLUSION 

 Regarding to the aforementioned research questions, the researchers then come 

into two conclusions. The first is, the appropriate teaching technique applied by the 

teachers to teach English-speaking skill to early childhoods is drilling under Audio-

Lingual Method. Drilling is proven as the most appropriate technique influenced quite 

significantly towards the early childhoods‟ English-speaking skill. The second is, the 

suitable media applied by teachers to teach English-speaking skill to the early 

childhoods are song and video. Song and video are proven as the most suitable media 

influenced towards the early childhoods‟ English-speaking skill. 
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