DEVOTION

Journal Corner of Community Service
4 https://doi.org/10.54012 /devotion.v2i2.241 Vol. 2, No. 2, November, 2023, pp. 71 - 77

Empowering Rural Communities: Smart English Home Ignites
Opportunities in Sungai Alam Village, Bengkalis Island

Halim Dwi putra! Doris Sukma? M. Sabri3
123 Politenik Negeri Bengakalis
E-mail: Halim@polbeng.ac.id

Article History: Abstract: This servitude 2023 explores the impact
Received: November, 2023 of the Smart English Home initiative in Sungai
Revised: November, 2023 Alam Village, Bengkalis Island, aiming to empower
Accepted: November, 2023 rural communities through English language

education. The study investigates the potential
opportunities ignited by this program, focusing on
the enhancement of educational access, economic

Keywords: Empowering prospects, and community development. By
Rural Communities, Smart examining the implementation of the Smart English
English Home, Ignites Home, the research aims to provide insights into
Opportunities, Sungai Alam the  transformative  effects of language
Village empowerment in rural settings, contributing to the

broader  discourse on  rural = community
development and empowerment initiatives. This
abstract synthesizes the potential impact of the
Smart English Home initiative in Sungai Alam
Village, Bengkalis Island, emphasizing its role in
empowering rural communities through English
language education and its broader implications
for community development and economic
prospects.

Introduction

The background of this community service is the need for a SMART ENGLISH
HOME as a platform to assist the people in Sungai Alam village in learning English with
an environmental concept. This program is an initiative to enhance the knowledge and
skills of the community in the English language, aiming to improve their quality of life.
The program involves the establishment of an open environment providing facilities for
learning English, where students can utilize various media such as books, games, and
more. Additionally, trained English tutors provide guidance and explanations, along
with exercises to enhance the students' English proficiency. Furthermore, students are
encouraged to participate in various activities such as discussions, competitions,
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quizzes, aimed at improving their English language knowledge and skills. The SMART
ENGLISH HOME program is expected to help the community in Sungai Alam village
prepare for future global competition.

The Smart English Home initiative is essential to assist the community in the
village of Sungai Alam in learning English with an environmental concept (Fanchonette,
G., Petrucci, G., Albanesi, B., De Marinis, M. G., & Piredda, M.2023. Ferreira, L., Oliveira, T.,
& Neves, C. 2023,, Jiang, Y., Sabitha, R, & Shankar, A. 2023). By employing this approach,
students can engage in a more interactive, enjoyable, and effective English learning
experience. Learning English with an environmental concept allows students to
comprehend the language more easily and rapidly. This will also aid students in
developing their communication skills and boosting their confidence. Moreover,
utilizing Smart English Home enables students to learn English effortlessly and tailor
their learning to their specific needs. Additionally, students can access various learning
resources such as books, videos, and more to support their learning (Murwaningsih, T.,
& Fauziah, M. 2023, Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. ]J. 2023., Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. J. 2023,
Sundari, A. 2023). This is particularly beneficial as a significant portion of the
community in the Sungai Alam village has yet to master English, making this dedication
to service urgent.

Method
Stages of Research

There are three stages of research that will be discussed in this section. These stages
include: the planning stage, the implementation of the research, and the reporting stage,
which, if this proposal is accepted, will be submitted in September 2023.

Research Location

This research will be conducted in the village of Sungai Alam on Bengkalis Island, in line
with initial research findings that indicate an increase in the use of digital payments
over the past two years. Criteria for respondents are as follows

e Genuine residents of Bengkalis Island, as evidenced by ID cards.
e No age restrictions for those eager to learn.
e Those with an interest in water tourism in the city of Bengkalis.

Research Design

The advancement of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has facilitated
access to various information available online. With this technology, people can easily
access information related to the English language. Dhabhalabutr, K. (2023). However,
in Sungai Alam village, many residents still lack an understanding and command of the
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English language due to limited access to available information. Therefore, the design of
the Smart English Home service in Sungai Alam village aims to assist the community in
obtaining better and easily accessible information in English. The objectives include

e Educating the residents of Sungai Alam village in English through ICT.
¢ Improving the English language proficiency of the resin

Result

English courses utilizing the natural school method can have a significantly
positive impact on students across various aspects. The following are some
potential positive impacts that may occur:

e Improved Speaking Skills: The natural school method typically emphasizes
active communication in English. Students are encouraged to speak in
various everyday situations, such as interacting with friends, teachers, or
during field activities. This enhances students' ability to speak English
more fluently and confidently.

e Real-world Context Understanding: The natural school method allows
students to learn English in real-world contexts. They can experience the
use of English in daily life, such as shopping, playing, or interacting with
the local community. This helps students understand how language is used
in actual situations.

e Enhanced Listening Skills: Students become accustomed to hearing
various accents and speaking styles in English through interactions with
teachers, classmates, and the local community. This improves their
listening and comprehension skills in various language variations.

e Inquiry and Active Learning: The natural school method encourages
students to learn actively through exploration and inquiry. They may
engage in field projects, nature observations, or other activities involving
the use of English. This helps students develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

e Social Engagement: The natural school method often involves students in
extensive social interactions. They learn to collaborate in teams,
communicate with diverse individuals, and adapt to various situations.
This not only enhances their social skills but also enriches their learning
experience.

e C(Cultivation of Interest and Motivation: Learning English through the
natural school method can make students more engaged and motivated.
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They see the value of using English in their daily lives, which can increase
their interest in continuing to learn and improving their abilities.

e Increased Independence: The natural school method often involves
students in independent learning experiences. They may be tasked with
conducting research, seeking information, or overcoming challenges on
their own. This can enhance students' independence and their ability to
learn autonomously.

e Environmental Respect: Students participating in English courses with the
natural school method often have a greater awareness of the local natural
and cultural environment. They can develop respect for nature and
cultural diversity, which is a positive value in their personal development.

English courses employing the natural school method can create a profound
learning experience and positively impact students (Murwaningsih, T., & Fauziah,
M. 2023., Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. J. 2023., Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. J. 2023,,
Sundari, A. 2023).. They not only develop strong English language skills but also
social skills, independence, and a deep understanding of the world around them.

P-ISSN: 2961-8096 | E-ISSN: 2961-9165



DEVOTION

Journal Corner of Community Service
40 https://doi.org/10.54012 /devotion.v2i2.241 Vol. 2, No. 2, November, 2023, pp. 71 - 77

Discussion

The implementation of the Smart English Home initiative has not only facilitated
a seamless teaching process but has also significantly contributed to the burgeoning
interest in learning, evident in the increasing enthusiasm of students day by day. The
success of this endeavor can be attributed to the innovative approach of integrating
learning with play, fostering an engaging and enjoyable educational experience for the
students.

One key aspect that merits discussion is the effectiveness of the "learn while
playing" methodology employed in the teaching process. The integration of interactive
and game-based learning activities has proven to be instrumental in capturing the
attention and interest of students. The positive correlation between the incorporation of
playful elements and the growing enthusiasm among students is unmistakable. This
method not only serves as an effective pedagogical tool but also transforms the learning
environment into a dynamic and enjoyable space.

Furthermore, the observed increase in students' interest in learning English is
indicative of the success of the Smart English Home program. The daily progression in
students' enthusiasm suggests that the initiative has not only met its educational
objectives but has surpassed expectations in instilling a genuine passion for language
acquisition. This positive shift in attitude is crucial in nurturing a long-term
commitment to language learning, as it transcends the traditional notion of rote
memorization and transforms education into a meaningful and enjoyable journey.

As we delve into the discussion of the teaching process, it is essential to
acknowledge the role of technology and interactive learning resources. The integration
of digital tools and resources has not only made the learning experience more engaging
but has also allowed for a personalized and adaptive approach, catering to the diverse
needs and learning styles of the students.

In over all, the Smart English Home initiative has successfully demonstrated that
a harmonious blend of play and learning can yield remarkable results (Murwaningsih,
T., & Fauziah, M. 2023., Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. ]. 2023., Shafi, S., & Mallinson, D. J. 2023,
Sundari, A. 2023).. The observed increase in students' interest and the smooth
progression of the teaching process underscore the efficacy of this innovative approach.
Moving forward, it is crucial to continue refining and expanding such initiatives,
ensuring that they remain adaptable to the evolving needs of students, thereby fostering
a lifelong love for learning.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the dedicated efforts undertaken in 2023 have proven to be a
resounding success in fostering a renewed enthusiasm for the English language,
particularly among elementary school children in the Sungai Alam community. The
smooth execution of the service has not only facilitated language learning but has also
ignited a positive and vibrant atmosphere surrounding English education.

Through the Smart English Home initiative, we witnessed a significant impact on
the linguistic landscape of the Sungai Alam environment. The engagement of elementary
school students with the program has not only enhanced their language proficiency but
has also instilled a newfound passion for learning English. The seamless
implementation of the project, supported by the collaborative efforts of all stakeholders,
has paved the way for a positive transformation in language education.

As we reflect on the achievements of this endeavor, it becomes evident that the
dedication to promoting English language skills has had a meaningful and lasting effect.
The encouragement and active participation of the elementary school children in Sungai
Alam reflect a community that is now better equipped to navigate the globalized world,
armed with improved English language capabilities.

In the years to come, it is our hope that the ripple effects of this initiative will
continue to empower and inspire the younger generation, creating a lasting impact on
their educational journey and beyond. The success of the Smart English Home program
in 2023 stands as a testament to the collective dedication of all involved parties and
signals a promising future for English language education in the Sungai Alam
community.
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